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brave Actoridse or Molionidse, the nephews of Augeas. It was
only after Heracles.had slain these heroes in an ambuscade at
Cleonse, as they were on their way to the Isthmian games, that
he succeeded in penetrating into El is. He then slew Augeas,
and gave the kingdom to his son Phyleus, with whom he was on
friendly terms. It was on this occasion that he instituted the
Olympic games. He then marched against Pylus, either because
its king, Neleus, had given assistance to the Molionidoe, or else
because Neleus had refused to purify him from the murder of
Iphitus. This expedition against Pylus was subsequently greatly
embellished by the poets, who made it into a great battle of the
gods, one part of whom fought for Neleus, and the other part
for Heracles. The chief feature was the combat between Hera-
cles and Periclymenus, the bravest of the sons of Neleus, who
had received from Poseidon, the tutelary deity of the Pylians,
the power of transforming himself into any kind of animal.
The result of the combat was of course a complete victory for
Heracles. Neleus, with his eleven gallant sons, was slain, and
only the youngest, Nestor, remained to perpetuate the celebrated
race. The Lacedaemonian expedition of Heracles, which follows
close on that against Pylus, was undertaken against Hippocobn,
the half-brother of Tyndareus, whom he had expelled. Hippo-
coon was defeated and slain by Heracles, who gave his kingdom
to Tyndareus. On this occasion Heracles was assisted by
Cepheus, king of Tegea, with his twenty sons, a circumstance
which is only mentioned on account of a remarkable legend con-
nected with his stay in Tegea. Heracles is here said to have
left Auge, the beautiful sister of Cepheus, and priestess of
Athene, pregnant with Telephus, whose wondrous adventures
have occupied artists and poets alike. Auge concealed her child
in the grove of Athene, whereupon the angry goddess visited the
land with a famine. Aleus, the father of Auge, on discovering
the fact, caused the child to be exposed, and sold the mother